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In today’s “throw-away” society, many things like trees seem 
to hold little value. As an arborist I see this as a concern. How 
will we keep a diversified landscape if our mature trees are 
constantly being thrown away? Will the phrase “mature tree” 
be forced to take on a new meaning? 

I find it refreshing when I have the opportunity to meet some-
one who admires a mature tree as much as I do. Recently, I 
was asked by my friends at STIHL to prune an old post oak 
for P. Allen Smith during the construction of his Garden Home 
Retreat in Arkansas. Allen is a renowned landscape and garden 
designer, as well as the host of the television shows P. Allen 
Smith’s Garden Home on PBS and P. Allen Smith Gardens syn-
dicated nationally. 

Allen is a person who not only feels that mature trees are 
priceless, he demonstrates this position to his viewers across 
the country. Recently his viewers watched me, armed with my 
STIHL chain saw, hand saw, rope and harness, swing through 
the old oak making precise pruning cuts during my visit. The ef-
fects of such a broadcast will undoubtedly raise awareness of 
the overall value and importance of such trees.  

The Seven Sisters
The post oak that I was brought in to prune was one of seven 

that stood out in the open spaces of Allen’s majestic property. 
Collectively known as “The Seven Sisters,” the largest and 
most dominantly positioned oak is estimated to be more than 

300 years old. “The 
tree became the 
most important ob-
ject in the design of 
the landscape and to 
organize the proper-
ty,” Allen said. The 
size, shape and po-
sitioning of the new 
house was created 
around the tree. 

Expert Diagnosis
When Allen ac-

quired the parcel, 
he had Bartlett Tree 
Experts out to evalu-
ate the site. Being 
a fourth generation 
nurseryman helped 
him to know that the trees needed help, but he did not feel as 
though he personally had adequate knowledge to provide the 
best care for trees of this stature.

One concern was the positioning of a trailer behind the “Big 
Sister,” and a concrete slab over one side of the root zone. The 
arborist recommended that they leave the slab in place until all 
of the construction was completed to minimize disturbance to 
the roots. The arborist also noted that one of the trees was bat-
tling with a form of Armillaria, a root disease that can cause the 
death of live trees. Furthermore, the others could use a crown 
cleaning to prune out dead or unwanted limbs, helping to im-
prove vigor, which is where I was brought in to help.

For me, standing beneath such magnificent trees while gazing 
across the life-filled river into a deep blend of green turf, lush 
forest and rolling hills, I felt an overwhelming sense of serenity. 
Being able to apply my craft to contribute to the preservation of 

“The Seven Sisters” summarizes why arboriculture is the one of 
greatest professions. 

My visit to the Garden Home Retreat left me feeling refreshed 
and energized with the affirmation that there are still many peo-
ple out there who appreciate a diverse landscape, a mature tree, 
and when the trees matter most.
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To see the video segment called “Large Tree Pruning 
Safety” go to Allen’s Web site pallensmith.com
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Chisholm, two-time International Tree Climbing 
Champion, climbs the “Big Sister” to effectively 
prune dead and unwanted limbs.

P. Allen Smith is walked through work to be performed.


